Miguel "Mike" Etulain

July 27, 1930 - April 19, 2018

Miguel “Mike” Etulain, 87, passed away peacefully on Thursday, April 19, 2018
at his home in Warden WA, surrounded by family. He was born on July 27,
1930 in Bera de Bidasoa in the Basque province of Navarre. During the
Spanish Civil War, his family moved across the border to the small Basque
fishing village of Ciboure where he spent his childhood.

In 1952, he immigrated to the United States to work on his Uncle Juan’s
sheep ranch near Sunnyside, Washington. As his uncle Juan was transitioning
out of the sheep business, his Uncle Sebastian introduced him to Cal
Courtright in Moses Lake. In 1955, He moved to Warden to work with Cal
where he spent the next 30 years working in the cattle industry.

In 1961, during a trip back to the Basque Country, he met the love of his life,
Prudencia “Prudy” Iriarte. They married a year later and Prudencia followed
him to Warden where they raised their four children on the family farm. In
1986 he transitioned to farming full time where he raised alfalfa and other
seed crops until he retired in 1997.

Mike led a very interesting life. As a young boy, he worked on a farm south of
Ciboure to help his family. During WWII, the farm served as one of the safe
houses of the “Comet Line,” a French resistance group that helped allied
soldiers and airmen escape occupied France. He would rendezvous with the
soldiers near the train station in St Jean de Luz, and they would follow him for
about five miles to the farmhouse. Here, a guide would lead them safely
across the border, over the Pyrenees and eventually to the British Consulate



in Bilbao.

Mike was a talented woodworker. He built much of the house he shared with
Prudencia and much of the furniture inside. He enjoyed fishing with friends
and his grandchildren as well as trips up to the Wenatchee forest in search of
mushrooms.

Mike spoke four languages (English, Spanish, French and Basque) and was
proud of his Basque heritage. He could be seen on visits to town wearing his
Basque Beret. He was fortunate to make one final trip to his homeland with
his family in April of 2017. He was active in the Seattle Basque Club and the
Columbia Basin Spanish Club, and was a founding member of the Warden
Assembly of God church.

Mike is survived by his wife of 55 years, his children Lisa (Rich) Jacobs of
Richland; John (Antoinette) of Boise; Daniel of Bangkok, Thailand; Linda
(Mike) Clark of Walla Walla; and 10 grandchildren: Catherine, Allison, Scott,
Lauren, Claire, Rachel, Alexandria, Jean Mikel, Patxi and Maitexa. Mike is
also survived by one sister Carmen Thurin of Ciboure. A memorial service will
be held at 2:00 pm on Friday, April 27th at the Assembly at Moses Lake. In
lieu of flowers, family asks that you consider a donation to your favorite
charity.



Cemetery Details

Sunset Memorial Gardens

9934 Road U SE
Warden, WA

Previous Events

Service

APR 27. 2:00 PM (PT)

Assembly at Moses Lake
431 E. Brown Ave.
Moses Lake, WA



Tribute Wall

Thinking of you all and wish | could have ]
Joined you yesterday.

Goian bego Mike! .
Esther Ciganda “
Esther - April 28, 2018 at 10:44 AM

Praying that the Lord will comfort all of you.
We remember Mike whistling at church.
We enjoyed it .

Rudy & Terry Salazar - April 27, 2018 at 04:20 AM

Mike was a great and wonderful influence in my life....a true
blessing to me. An honest man of integrity who loved his wife and
was devoted to his family. He was creative, smart, hard working and
a respected Christian man. | always looked forward to our visits and
even though we rarely saw each other in recent years, | feel a real
sense of loss at the news of his passing.

Rick Honsowetz
Rick Honsowetz - April 24, 2018 at 11:19 PM
A lot of years have gone by since we first met Mike, 1963. He and
his wife purchased
our farm north of Warden. Our sincere condolences to his family.

Ken and Mary Wood

Ken and Mary Wood - April 24, 2018 at 02:00 PM



Will miss my good friend and fishing buddy. Rick Sauvage

Rick Sauvage - April 23, 2018 at 03:20 PM

I will always treasure the memories our t
families made together. The best fish | have

ever eaten was when we camped in the San |
Juan islands and Mike filleted the fish and “
barbecued it to perfection! Mike will be greatly

missed here on earth but is now celebrating in Heaven with his
heavenly family and has no more pain and suffering!

Debbie Norris - April 22, 2018 at 03:43 AM

Kim Berry lit a candle in memory of Miguel ]

"Mike" Etulain

Kim Berry - April 20, 2018 at 08:58 PM



