
Matthew S. Augustine
May 20, 1950 - April 28, 2014

Matthew S. Augustine, 63, a Moses Lake resident, formerly of Ritzville,
passed away April 28, 2014. Born to one of the original pioneer families in
Washington state, he lived his childhood years in Mountlake Terrace, WA.
When he wasn’t in school, he spent much of his time hunting, fishing and
learning about real estate and acreage with his father, long time realtor Morton
B. Augustine. Matt and his dad would spend days in the backcountry of
Snohomish County scouting acreage up the far reaches of the Skykomish
valley, surveying and platting. Matthew’s real education took place in the
foothills of the North Cascades. 

 

At age 18, Matt enlisted in the U.S. Marines, and was honorably discharged
due to vision limitations. Always an outdoorsman, he had an extensive career
in logging that took him to Alaska, Hawaii, and Georgia. In Alaska he logged
on the east side of Prince of Wales Island, in Hawaii he logged Eucalyptus
trees on the Big Island outside of Hilo, and in Georgia he logged to assist in
the removal of hundreds of trees fallen by Hurricane Andrew. He loved telling
stories of his encounters and adventures in the wilderness. 

 

After his logging career, Matthew followed his father's footsteps and became a
licensed realtor, buying and selling single and multi-family homes. Over the
years he accumulated several small lots scattered around the state, where he
could go camping with his Econoline camper; its license plate read “Condo2”!



Matthew was most at home in the out of doors, camping, with a good cup of
coffee and a cigarette. One of the high points of his career was when he
accumulated four adjoining houses in Lake Forest Park. He then sold them to
move east of the mountains to Moses Lake and Ritzville. 

Matt’s final years were spent happily in the town of Ritzville where he became
a well-known character in the community. His best friend was his dog, Shea,
who was a mighty 140 pound dog that looked like a large wolf. As a dedicated
AA member, Matt had over 30 years in the program. He enjoyed the meetings
and the friendships he developed in Lynnwood, Ritzville and Moses Lake. 

 

These last couple of years he got a little ornery but he was still loved and
remained a true character right out of the early pioneer days. He will always
be remembered for the genuine character that he was. 

 

He is survived by his cousins, Deirdre Augustine Plunkett and Webster
Augustine, both of Seattle. We are forever grateful for the community of
Ritzville, who stood by him over the years, and for the wonderful staff at
Moses Lake Senior Living. Your support, care and understanding are greatly
appreciated. 

The family invites you to a celebration of Matt’s life on Thursday, May 22 at
2PM at Moses Lake Senior Living, 8425 Aspi Blvd NE, Moses Lake. Please
sign the online guestbook at www.kayserschapel.com



Previous Events

Service

MAY 22. 2:00 PM (PT)

Moses Lake Senior Living Community
8425 Aspi Blvd. NE
Moses Lake, WA
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Brook Shook - July 25, 2015 at 09:48 AM

Matt was a huge part of my recovery when I was a teenager and sit
and listen to him tell stories for hours as I helped him "organize" His
house (u will laugh about that if u know)... He was such a generous
man and ALWAYS willing to help! It had been a few years since I
last saw him and it saddens me to see this! God speed Matt Rip my
friend

Laura Robertson - July 25, 2015 at 12:43 AM

Laura Robertson lit a candle in memory of
Matthew S. Augustine

Laura Robertson - July 25, 2015 at 12:44 AM

I am going to miss him

Larry Menezes - July 23, 2015 at 02:47 PM

Matt was always willing to sit and listen to me that is rare in most
people and I will always remember him as kind and loving person
that was unshakeable
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William Patterson - July 22, 2015 at 07:17 PM

Wow just found out about Matts passing..Me and Matt would have
great conversations about money finances common sense sobrity
etc. I miss you Matt and I think of you often. You gave me a Record
player with some of your moms swedesh folk singing. I still have the
record player

Gail Moore - July 22, 2015 at 05:32 PM

Gail Moore lit a candle in memory of Matthew
S. Augustine

Mary Kieneker - July 22, 2015 at 05:11 PM

I knew Matt from AA in Lynnwood some years ago...He was a kind
man. He used to travel to Hawaii and bring back gifts. He gave me a
coconut bra once! LoL! Always enjoyed his warm smiling eyes the
most. RIP, Matt

Sherry Smith - July 22, 2015 at 04:45 PM

Sherry Smith lit a candle in memory of
Matthew S. Augustine
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Wendy Cox - July 22, 2015 at 01:56 PM

Wendy Cox lit a candle in memory of Matthew
S. Augustine

Laura Larsen - July 21, 2015 at 11:38 PM

Laura Larsen lit a candle in memory of
Matthew S. Augustine

CS

Cheryl Stevenson - July 22, 2015 at 03:36 AM

Oh the times we shared!!!! The amazing mind of Matt was a trip in
itself. A letter he sent me from Alaska was ... like receiving a note from
Mark Twain, I swear! That man could have made a million or more
writing his tales and adventures... but money and fame were not his
thing... a heart of gold and a knight of old.... befriended all and shared
what he had ... be it food, shelter, a kind or wise word... Matt has
always solid and true! He is in my heart and touched my soul to be
more than I ever knew I could be!!! What a man.. what a life!! Good
journey Dear Friend, good journey!


