
George Miles
May 26, 1941 - June 3, 2017

We lost our beloved George W. Miles on June 3, 2017. Everyone who ever
met him liked him. He was easy going, casual and most of all loving. If
someone cut him off in traffic, he would often say, "bless you" & mean it.
Everyone in town often saw him riding his 'flagged' recumbent bike. He rode
to Starbucks to visit with friends & on nice days you could find him stopping at
Michael's Bistro for a break just to watch traffic on his way to Harvest Foods. 
He was born in Britton, SD on May 26, 1941. He grew up attending
elementary and high school in Britton, SD. One Monday morning when he
was 14 his father, gave him a pair of gloves & announced he would begin
working summers on the family farm northeast of Britton. He & his friends
picked rocks, put up hay stacks & formed muscles & a good work ethic. He
graduated high school in 1959 and attended a year of college at State
University in Brookings. He then worked in Denver at the Martin Co. for a
short time where he saw the Titan Rocket being built. Upon returning to SD,
he began working at Thorp Auto, his father's company, as a salesman until he
enrolled in Augustana college midterm. He attended Augustana for a year and
a half; then joined the Air Force in 1963 and served stateside during the
Vietnam war. 
George met his wife, Kathleen Atkinson in June of 1964 while on leave after
basic training. They were married the following year on February 6, 1965.
Their honeymoon was the trip from SD to Larson AFB in Moses Lake, WA.
Their first home was a singlewide 35ft trailer home at Irish Meadow Trailer



park on Broadway, Moses Lake. As Larson AFB began to close in 1966, its
name changed to Grant County Airport. George's last job there was moving
hoses from yard to yard, trying to keep each yard's grass green as the whole
base changed hands. He was next transferred to Beale AFB in Northern
California where the super secret reconnaissance SR-71 was based. He and
his wife often enjoyed seeing the 'blackbird' in the sky and hearing its engines
rev as they ate their lunch in their car near the runway. Upon discharge from
the Air Force after 4 years, he returned to Britton, SD and worked again as a
car salesman and then as shop foreman at Thorp Auto. In 1972 George
transitioned to working at the family farm. He continued there until 1988 when
he moved his family to Moses Lake, WA. He started Hidden Treasures, a
sports card shop; later worked for Pony Express; sold consignment on eBay
and lastly enjoyed an early retirement. 
He volunteered as a driver for many years for the American Legion, taking the
older Vets to the hospital in Spokane. He enjoyed the war stories these old
men would tell. They all enjoyed the trip. He loved people and had friends
everywhere. He belonged to the First Presbyterian Church, the Britton chapter
of the Masonic Lodge, and the American legion. He had been a Shriner for
many years, enjoying donating his time selling popcorn at the Shrine Circus in
Aberdeen, SD. For a time he was an active participant in Kiwanis in Moses
Lake. 
Left in sorrow to miss her beloved is his wife of 52 years, Kathleen. George
was a devoted father to son , Aaron of Spokane, WA , & daughter Gretchen of
San Marcos, CA. He was tremendously loved by his Grandchildren Scot T.
Wade 17, San Marcos, CA and Granddaughter Midori Mae Miles 6 of
Spokane, WA He is also survived by his loving sister Jeani (Jeff) Amacher of
Britton, SD, brothers-in-law Harold (Sharon) Atkinson of Simpsonville, SC,
Ronnie Roehr of Britton, SD and sisters-in-law Bonnie (Clayton) Gerken of
Britton, SD Jane (Dennis)Bush of Tulsa, OK and a host of nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by an infant son in 1969, his mother
Bonnie Miles in 2002 and father Jim Miles in 2009. We will miss his



lighthearted sense of humor and will forever miss, but remember his steadfast
love. 
A memorial service will be held at 3 p.m., Friday, June 9, 2017 at Kayser's
Chapel & Crematory. Please sign the online guestbook or leave a note for the
family at www.kayserschapel.com Arrangements are in care of Kayser's
Chapel & Crematory.
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Jane Griffith - June 08, 2017 at 05:44 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with you Kathi and family. I used to
see George at Starbucks and would always say "Hi Jane" and had
not seen him in a while. 
Jane Griffith

Jerry Krause - June 07, 2017 at 11:58 AM

George was a quiet and thoughtful cousin. Family was always
important to him. I have many fond memories of him and the rest of
my cousins from the Miles, Anderson, and Dyer families. 

  
Kathi - My condolences to you, Aaron, and Gretchen. 

  
Jerry Krause

Patrick Miles - June 06, 2017 at 06:41 PM

George was a special cousin to me and a source of support and
caring. I will miss him. My deep condolences to Kathi and the family.
 
Patrick Miles

Sally Goodwin - June 06, 2017 at 05:54 PM

Kathi & family, my condolences on the passing of George. Will miss
seeing him & his bike at Starbucks & other places in town. You are
in my thoughts & prayers.
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Mary Jane Chapman - June 06, 2017 at 11:07 AM

George was a wonderful cousin to Rick, Danny and myself. I
remember when I was 8 years old he let me play his records on his
record player downstairs at his house. It was so much fun! He was
very kind and sweet to all of us younger cousins. Rest in peace
George. Say hello to Jim, Bonnie, Dick and Dorothy, as I am sure
they are all together.

Beverly and David Lane - June 06, 2017 at 03:42 AM

George was a wonderful friend and neighbor since a988. He was
always there for us when ever we needed anything or watching our
house when we were on vacation. Shoveling snow if we were gone.
He is so going to be missed. Our thoughts, prayers and love his
family. Rest in peace our good friend.

JC

JR Chonlon - June 06, 2017 at 09:12 AM

Rest In Peace George Miles my prayers and condolences to all family
Miles.

 Father of my wonderful Friend Gretchen Miles.
 Raul Chonlon & Family.

kathleen miles - June 06, 2017 at 01:13 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name
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Frances Irwin - June 05, 2017 at 10:56 PM

When I asked George to become an elder at First Presbyterian
Church. He thought about it for awhile and said, "Yes, if that is what
Hod wants me to do." Such a kind and gentle man.

marilyn - June 05, 2017 at 09:43 PM

I love Aaron and he always speaks lovingly and proudly of his dad.
Prayers for him and his family as they enter into grieving. So
grateful little miss Midori got to know George. She is old enough to
hopefully always remember her dear grampa.

Susan Helland - June 05, 2017 at 09:24 PM

So sorry to see that George passed away, sorry for your loss to you
and your family.


