
Frank P. Shinn Jr.
August 21, 1924 - May 30, 2014

OBITUARY FOR FRANK PIERCE SHINN 
 Frank Pierce Shinn, Jr., a pioneer in Columbia Basin irrigation and agricultural

land development, passed away on May 30, 2014 at his home in Moses Lake,
Washington with family at his side. 

 Frank was born in Spokane, Washington, the youngest of four children, on
August 21, 1924 to Frank Pierce Shinn, Sr. and Ethel Mae (Hahn) Shinn, He
grew up in Otis Orchards where his family grew apples, graduating from
Gonzaga Prep where he was captain of the boxing team in his senior year
and was nicknamed “Punchy”. 
He took instruction to become a Catholic and married Lois Ann Schimmels -
also a native Spokane Valley resident - in 1945. They raised five children
together. 

 After working several years in the irrigation business for others, Frank started
Moses Lake’s first irrigation business in 1954. He recognized early that the
Grand Coulee Dam and the Columbia Basin Reclamation Project’s irrigation
water would ultimately change the desert landscape into highly productive
agricultural ground. The irrigation business thrived and Frank soon expanded
his business interests to include infrastructure development and financing for
individual agriculture parcels as the Basin developed. He also had a good
mind for mechanical design/industrial production and helped develop key
components in early pivot irrigation systems, building about 35 pivots under
the Shinn-Bilt name before selling the design rights to Pierce Irrigation. 



Frank freely contributed his time and talents to community development,
serving several terms as a Grant County Port Commissioner, where he helped
land Japan Airlines as a long-term Port lessee. He was an active member of
the Moses Lake Chamber of Commerce, and the Columbia Basin
Development League. In his later years he served a term on the first Grant
County Water Conservancy Board, putting his lifelong experience with
irrigation and water law to use helping others make changes to existing water
rights. 
Frank contributed significantly to the Big Bend Community College
Foundation, purchasing a new greenhouse as a memorial to his son John and
establishing a remainder trust. 
He was preceded in death by sons John and Stephan, second wife Lorna
(Olander) Shinn, sister Peggy Hoffman and brothers Max and Homer. He is
survived by daughters, Connie Beck (Larry) and Denise Heard (Brooks), son
Frank P. Shinn III, former wife and friend Lois Shinn, nine grandchildren, 18
great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. 

 There will be a private celebration of life for Frank later this summer. Interment
of his ashes will be in the Columbarium at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic
Church in Moses Lake. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the John
Michael Shinn Memorial Scholarship at Big Bend Community College or to the
charity of your choice.



Cemetery Details

Our Lady of Fatima Columbarium

200 N Dale Road
Moses Lake, WA
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Charron - June 08, 2014 at 01:27 AM

My favorite memories were the annual road trip with my Grandpa
Max Shinn & Great uncle Frank Yakima to Royal City Rainbow Cafe
"meeting" :) 
Hearts

rudy hahn - June 07, 2014 at 01:34 PM

Rudy Hahn I remember him when I was a little boy everyone would
talk about him and his business in Moses lake my father took me to
see him also when he lived in Otis orchards God bless him

Katie Herman Densley - June 07, 2014 at 10:51 AM

I saw your fathers obituary in the Spokane paper and am truly sorry
for your loss. I went to school with your brother Stephen and did not
realize that he had passed also along with another brother. I am so
sorry for all your families losses. Stephen was truly remarkable and
very kind hearted. My name in school was Katie Herman and I
thought the world of your brother.

Denise Heard - June 06, 2014 at 11:22 AM

3 files added to the album Frank Shinn's community involvement
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Alice Parker - June 04, 2014 at 10:23 AM

Dear Shinn Family, 
 My Condolences to all of you. Frank was a long supporter of the

Columbia Basin Project. His active participation in the Columbia
Basin Development League helped all of us who are so fortunate to
live in the project area. As one who personally received benefits
from his hard work I am very grateful and say Thank You! He will be
greatly missed. 
Alice Parker


